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Principal’s Pipeline 
FANTASTIC START UP 

It is hard to believe that September is already over and we are headed into October and 

what looks like it might be an early winter.  Start up  has been amazing this year and I 

am so proud to be part of the Derek Taylor community.  Parents and visitors have posi-

tively commented on the quieter atmosphere in the school with the smaller population 

and we are also seeing less traffic in the parking lot.  This all lends to the safety of our 

children during their arrival and dismissal times.  We have placed supervision in the 

playground between the times of 8:05 AM and 8:20 AM.  This is to help with parent 

drop off as the doors to the school do not open until 8:15 AM.  Please try not to drop 

children off earlier than 8:05 AM as there is no supervision around the school and this 

could pose a safety risk.  Derek Taylor is committed to providing a safe and engaging 

place for students, so please call us if there are any concerns.    

ENGAGEMENT IN COMMUNITY 

Here at Derek Taylor the staff and students see the importance of belonging and partic-

ipating in school based activities as much as possible.  Already, we have many clubs and 

groups which are active and, as we pointed out at our last assembly, we are engaging 

many students.  We have had a very popular running club through September, which 

was supplemented with our District Fun Run, and now we are working with 5/6 stu-

dents on their Triple ball skills.  Grades 7/8 are enjoying a successful Volleyball season 

and we are also running a 5/6 Basketball skills camp this month.  For those with an 

artistic side we have the Art Club which runs at lunch hour once a week and for those 

interested in leadership and worthy causes we have the Mighty Peace Group.  These 

students will be heading our Christmas shoe box drive.  We were also lucky to have the 

weather cooperate and we had a very successful whole school Terry Fox run which 

builds community as we run/walk the trails together to remember Terry Fox.  We look 

forward to many more opportunities for students as engagement builds confidence and 

is proven to increase academic achievement. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Picture Days—Oct. 11th and 12th 

Oct. 11th—ECS, 1, 4, 5, 7, ISCJ 

Oct.12th—PreK,  2,3,6,8 ISCB 

Oct. 13th—Assembly 9:00 AM 

Oct. 14th/15th—Gr. 5/6 Basket-
ball Skills Camp 

Oct. 14—11:45 dismissal 

Oct. 21st—No School 

Oct. 25th—Assembly 2:15 PM 

Oct. 27th—Family Dance 

Oct. 28th—11:45 dismissal 

Oct. 29th—Gr. 5/6 Triple ball 
Tournament 



“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all”   
- Aristotle 

I wanted to give parents a glimpse into what happens on Friday afternoons when students 

are released and show how our teachers are working to improve student learning by bet-

tering their own practice.  Our school is a Professional Learning Community and on Fri-

day afternoons our community comes together in large and small groups to focus on stu-

dents, where they are at and where we want them to be.  It is an inquiry process which 

first relies on teachers being able to collaborate successfully.  In the last three Fridays we 

have worked on collaboration skills so teachers can work together efficiently to move 

student learning forward.  Teachers must be able to ask each other questions and notice 

what is happening for their students in their classes, so they can see patterns and find a 

focus to work on each and every week.  They must be able to reflect together, take sugges-

tions from each other and change their strategies because in the end it is the students and 

their success which matters most.  This process of inquiry is an important way for teach-

ers to show they value lifelong learning alongside their students.  This week teachers were 

working on understanding they need to work through shorter term goals with each other, 

so as to better monitor the success of their strategies or know quickly if they need to alter 

their teaching around a specific area.  I welcome any and all questions regarding our work 

on Friday afternoons and look forward to conversations we may have with parents and 

family. 

PATHS CURRICULUM 

FRIDAY AFTERNOONS—PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING COMMUNITIES 

In the past month I hope you have heard 

about the PATHS curriculum your child is 

experiencing within the classroom.  From 

PreK to grade 8, teachers are using a so-

cial/emotional curriculum that is research 

proven to increase student’s confidence 

because they can resolve conflicts and 

make good decisions.  This type of learn-

ing increases student’s academic perfor-

mance and ability to succeed with goals.   

We have PATHS students around the 

school and in classrooms they are engag-

ing in PATHS activities and lessons.  

Please feel free to ask a teacher about 

PATHS and what it means for your son/

daughter. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 

School council is an important 

part of Derek Taylor and works to 

keep parents involved in school 

happenings and how they can 

better their children’s educational 

experience.  Our school council 

meets every second Thursday at 

7:00 PM at Derek Taylor and we 

welcome all parents or guardians 

to attend.  We also have a Mission 

Heights Playground Association 

which also has a short meeting 

after School Council on the same 

night.  Again all parents and 

guardians are welcome to attend. 
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FIRE DRILLS AND LOCK DOWN DRILLS 

Each school year we are required to practice fire drills  as well as lock down drills with 

staff and students.  We do know though that lockdown drills can cause anxiety in some 

students and hence the more communication we can give to parents the better prepared a 

student may feel.  Please take some time to discuss the following procedures for a lock-

down with your child as we will be having a drill later this week.  The teacher will also be 

discussing and reviewing the lockdown procedures during class time.   

The procedures in our school are as follows: 

 An announcement will be made of a lockdown  over the intercom 

 Staff will marshal all students into a secure area—normally a classroom 

 The classroom door will be closed and locked and it will not be opened again until 

the lockdown is over 

 Lights will be turned off and the windows and outside shutters will be shut 

 The students will be reassured and focused to remain silent 

 Students will be counted and a note made of students who are not part of the regular 

class 

 Lockdown will remain in place until all individual classroom doors are opened by 

administration 

 

Please if you have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to contact myself or my 

administration. 

SCHOOL FEES AND 
FUNDRAISING 

Through our school fees and our 

fundraising we as a school are able 

to provide resources and experienc-

es for students throughout the year.  

This year Derek Taylor recognizes 

the economic situations in Grande 

Prairie at the current time and we 

have kept our school fees to the 

minimum amount outlined in our 

district policies.  We have chosen 

not to charge for junior high op-

tions, but instead will use fundrais-

ing, such as chocolate sales to sup-

plement their needs.  Schools are 

not permitted to save money they 

collect from school fees and fund-

raising and these funds are meant 

to serve the students that are pay-

ing them directly and immediately.  

School fees will go to support cur-

ricular field trips, supplies and 

books.  Fundraising may be used 

for guest speakers, functions, extra-

curricular trips and activities.  If 

you have any questions with how 

your money is being used please do 

not hesitate to call or make an 

appointment with myself. 
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